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The Burning of
Batoum

An Audacious Hazard of Nikolai, Independent Agent, as
Related by His Lieutenant, Summers

By H. M. RGBERT

( Copyright, 191, by W. G. Chapman
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helght and frightful sxcesses perpe-
trated both by the government and |
the Nihilists, wera reported dally in
all the nowspapors of weatern landa,
the world was appalled to learn that
& great part of Batoum, the largest
ally In the Caucasus, had been con-
sumod by fire
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the government to
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Kaulbars started to his feel ex-
cltedly. *1 will lead a battalion
thers,” ha cried. “At onoce!™

"It is not so easy As that,” Nikolal
reaponded. “The housa is fortified:
they have threa pleces of artillery,
which they brought in, In oll drams.
And there are two hondred men with
Mausers and Browning plstols, Why,
general, the town Is full of American
correspondents, and since hils majesty
was mlstakenly persuaded into relax-
Ing tha censorship of the press, they
would telegraph to thelr papers that
clvil war has broken out. How would
that affect your interesta?”

The general sank back into his
chalr. “"But 1 must have them,™ he
muttered, wiplng the sweat from his
“What shall | do?”

“Glve me six men tomorrow eve-
ning,” sald Nikolal. “'Let them meet

hrow

' me at the corner of Proabykoff street,

strikers | BO®8

with picks and shovels. That (s all
I reguire to exterminate revolution in
Hatowm. "

And he wont on to expound his
scheme.  As Kaulbars listened [ saw
the sweat start out upon his face
agaln; [ could not understand the
words Nikolal uttered, but I could sea
that Kaulbars waa badly terrified. At
last bhe stood up

“l agres,” he sald. “But, one of the
six goes armed. And, at the first sign
of treachery, he will shoot vou. You
ge2”" he went on apologetically, “these
cursed Nihilists have taken to forging
badges of the Black Hundred now,
and It {8 my duty to be on guard
agalnst every man. Curse this ap-
pointment! 1 wish 1 were back In
8t. Petershurg. Yes, one of the six
armed. And I shail be that,
Captain—7"

‘Skobeloft,” sald Nikolal
bow;, and then we left him

When we were back In our guar
ters Nikolal explained his scheme to
ma

with &

'l told the governor general,” he
sald, “that the Nibillsts, working as
employes of the city council, have

guccesaded in layiog a dynamite mine
under the palace, controlled by an
eloctrie wire which runs from thelr
headquarters in the suburbs, a mile
away. Of course he wanted to dig it
up. I represented that such an at-
tempt would have disastrous results,

and propounded an  alternative
scheme. The other end of the wire,
I explained, runs into their arsenal.
By disconnecting the wire mid-way,

and establishing a minlature battery
underground the current can be re-
vorsed and into the revoln-

s 5, where an ac-
have aflixed a slde-wire
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wi 1 town, i you want to,

he swered. So thers you are, Sum-

mers.”’

Then from g desk he drew o large
| sheet of blue paper, which he spread
out on the table in front of him.

“Dis you know what this 87" he
azked

I anw & multitude of whita and red
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# man of ginister fame who, having
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fresdom

Kaulbars wans seated at the table
¢l hia office o uniform. He heard
Nikolal In scarnful silence, fiddling

with his black beard and twining his
icng fingers round éach other narvous
1y,

“You tall ms that unless 1 suspend
mnrtial Jaw you will blow up the Cas.
plun,” he sald suavely. He seemed
to think for a moment
tiell upon his tabis

pair of armoed goards appearoed at
{he door, thelr rifles turned full upon
vikola) und myself

Take thege men out and bang them

the eonrtyard,” he sald
Hitherto Nikolgl had spoken In the
vulgnr Ruasian of the Inboring man
Now, without a sign of trepidation, he
wddressed Kaulbars In his own dia-
| (il

wice.

Instantly

I wouldn't do that,” he sald per-
Euaslvely
“Why not?™ demanded Kaulbara,

wlarting from his seat In astonish-
ment

“"Boecause hisn majesty would be an-
noyed with you,"” sald Nikolal; and,
vnpinning his lapel, he exposed to
iho goneral’s view the insignia of the
Black Hundred the: murderous or
ganizution very closd to the emperor's
heart,

Kaulbars aig.ed to the soldlers to
depart. "Who are you? he stam.
mered. "Why did you come to me
with threats?

“General,” sald Nikolal, "you falled
to hear me patieatly. I did not
threatsn to blow up the Caspian. T
Wil repeating to you the absurd
threats of the Nibilists, | ecame to
agsure you that [ can lay my bande
upon the loner councll; I know whare
they meol and what they plan.”

| although, of course,

then pressed a |

| into

[

Hnes aced upon It, but their mean-

ing was incomprehensible to me.
“This satd Nikolal, “ia a map of

the underground city of Batoum. It

is the onuly complete map n existonce,

it exists in sieo
tions, The sewers are known to the
gewuge department, for {nstance, and
the gas maing (o the gas companias.
It was prepared for the inper soction
by one of the city engineers. It s
very useful to know what one Is living

he continued, treecing his
finger along a serles of thick, white

lines, "are the sewers, which come to
the surface In the suburbs us open
ditches, Here are the gas mains—

not many of them as yet"” He polnted
to & brosd ribbon of red which shot
the map from without and
divided Into several branches, all ter
minating in paraflel lines along the
waterfront. What do yoa suppoee
these to be? he asked

I shook my head,

“That |s the underground pipe line,
It runs from the oll gushers toward
the mountains through the city, taps
some loeal gusbers, and connects with
the terminal refineries. The crude oll
is there converted Into the commer
cial produet, and loaded upon the
ghipg—or, In our case, pumped
through a submarine pipe luto the
hold of the Caspilan. Now do you
begin to glimpse my plan?”

“] understand that you are to blow
up some buildings with dypamite,
which the governor general will think

are strongholds of the Nihilista," I an- |

swerad. “But what that has to do

with the pipe lne, or how you wiill

blow up the Caspian, is still a puzzie
to ma."”

“You are very slow at daduotion,’
sald Nikolal Impatiently, "Now let
me expliin fally,. We aré not golng

MAKES OLD MAIDS MARRY

Kings of Siam apparently do got be-
Heve ln the wisdom of allowing single
wonen Lo dritt unattendad about the
coontry. In certaln districws after a
®ir! has reachéd an age where her
securlng for horpelf & husband is con-
alderod  doubtful, she becomes a
“daughter of the king.” That is, the

ng takes upon himaelf the task of

ponitentiary and looks over the varl
ous privoners, There o o law In Siam
that any prisoner can obtaln his re-
lensge by marrylng ons of this cluss of
girls, and paturally enough, any pris-
oner whom the king picks out ln not
likely to ba backward about consent
ing to the oceremony., Nor does It
maks any difference i he ls married,
for the men of that country wre not
rentricted to one wife,

As fur a8 can be learned, there la no
allowanee made for the lpclination of

0 | the ket 0 Suostion. Shie bas falled in

AR

to set off any dynamits, 'There sxtits
no dynamite, outside the brain of
Kaulbars. 'What we sbhall do Is this:
Tomorrow nlght wo meet him and bl
pxoavators at the appointed spot and
lead them out to here™ He put his
fugor down upon a part of the map,
“Here the oll pipeline and the maln
gas-plpe croes one another—-although
the fact ia probably unknown to both
the oll and the gas companies. Here
the ofl plpeline swings around for
the refineries, and, ten feet immed)
ately below, Is the gas main,

Here we protend to dig for the elee-
trie wire which supposedly connects
with the dynamite store. Kaulbars
will not get down into the mud, and
his soldiers will obey my orders with-
out understanding or questioning.
Wo take with us some lengths of rub:
bor hose. We ocut a hole in either
pipe nnd switch off the flow. The oil,
diverted from Its natural channel,
streams through the gas main, The
gas, choked off by the oil, flows into
the oll pipe, which In temporarily
emptied. The result?”

“The oll pours through all the
branches of the gns maln, into every
home, comes into contact with the
light, and sets fire to the clty,” 1 cried.

“Precisely, But since only the of-
ficers and pollee have gns In thelir
homes, the poor will not pufler. And
the gns, rushing through the ofl pipe
iuto the refineries, comes into econ-
tact with the lights and explodes with
terrifle violence; moreover, It passes |
gtralght through the pipeline beneath
the wnter into the hold of the Cas-
plan and the work of the revolution-
ary party l8 accomplished.™

He Jooked at me trinmphantly, and
I saw, not the horror of the schemse,
with {ts attendant holocaust of lives,
but only the master-plan of a master-
mind. I grasped his band fervently.

recelved the pans-word from the gov-
eroor general At lawt we emerged
Into & wilderness of bullding lots, &
desolate among tha oll flelds,
where rank o n growilh strug-
gled against the black ash from the
rofineries that lay thickly over all

Nikolal st d at 0 small post which
indicated Rurn of the subterranean
oil-plpe.

“Here Ia the most suitable place”
hoe sald In a'low voico. “You have the
battery, Bummors?"

1 drew the two dry cells which 1 bad
brought from my overcoat pooket.
Kaulbars looked at them suspleiously,

“For generating the current,” Nik-
olal explained. "Two cells are suff-
clent to detonate the arsenal. My
confederate has run the wire into the
center of a heap of loose cordite.
No, these are not bombs, Genseral
Beo!" [

He let them fall into the grass,
then pleked them up and stood them
against the post. “Now to work,” he
said, and snatched a plek from the
noarest soldler, I took another, and
we began Lo break uwp the ground,
while Kaulbars. buttoning hig milltary
overcont tightly around him, seated
himeelf upon the grass and watched
the operations with some Interest. At
our command the soldiora fell to
work, and soon a large hole had been
excavated. Then we sel to with the
spades, leaped into the excavation,
and shoveled untll we could hardly
throw up the earth ta the edge of the
pit. At last the picks chinked.

“That's the gas main,” whispered
Nikolal. “We must have missed the
pipe. Widen the hole!™ he directed
the soldiers, and the exeavation began
to spread out in all directions, untll
nll at once an {mmenso earthen plpe,
of wide dimensions, appeared above
our heads amidst the crumbling soll

I'SAW THE REVOLVER TREMBLE
IN HIS HAND.

“It ls the plan of a genlus I ex-
claimed.

Kaulbars and his mea were already
upon the spot when we arrived at the
corner of Presbykoff street upon the
following evening. The general was
dressed as a captain of sappers. Be
hind him his slx mon stood at atten-
tion,

“It |s something of a tramp,” said
Nikolal, as he greeted him. “If you
will follow us—"

“] ghall accompany you," sald Kaul-
bars grimly. “And if you play us
false, Captain Skobeloff—" He hesl
tated and looked back. Two men
sprang forward and grasped me; two
more grasped my companion,

“S8earch them,” said the governor
general

We were npelther of wus armed
When this became patent to Kaulbars,
he apologlzed with some uneasiness.

“The truth Is, Captain Skobelolt,"”
ho sald to Nikolai, "I am really at
my wits' end, surrounded as I am
by spies and traltors. | confess that
I bave had suspicions of you. There
are four Caplain Skobeloffs in the
army list; buot three are stationed in
Moscow and one &8 upon speglal duty
in Vienna."

“l am he Nikolal answered, and
began to speak of men &t the em.
peror's court. Kaulbars had been an
attache there. The last vestige of
suspicion disappeared,

“And now let us ael out,” said Nik.
olal; and he led us through the de-
sertod streets, with their patrols at
every corner, who challenged us and

her mlssion In life na far na she herself
Is concerned, and ehe must abide by
tha decision of the king,

HUMANE ENTERPRISE

A moving picturs theater ln New:
burg is bumanely enterprising. When
a amall child s injured while playing-
alone (u the street the news (s fAsshed
on the screen, so that the child's
mother may, If ahe desires, go out snd

tuvestigate—New York Press.

Nikolal unfastoned his coat and, from
his walst, took a length of rubber
hoge, tough hut flexible; it was a
marvel to me how he had worn It
Kuaulbars sprang to his feet,

“What is that?* he cried, bending
Into the darkness,

“The clectrie conductor,” WNikolal
answered briskly. "Now, general, will
you throw down the dry cells to me?”

Rather distastefully, Kaulbars
picked up the cells and dropped them
upon Nikolal'a® shoulders. They
tumbled dow,. into the pit

“In ten minutes, general,” sald he,
“you will see the conspirators’ strong-
hold leap Into‘the air. It may be that
s0me nearby bullding will fall—"

“Let the whole town burn,” respond-
ed Haulbars savagely, stamping his
feet to warm them against the frosty
air,

The soldiers, leaning upon their {m-
plements, lpoked to Nikolal for Io-
atructions.

“This Is tiekllsh work,” he called
to Kaulbars, “Lat your men step oul
of the pit*

The general ealled them and they
clambered up the ylelding sides, leav-
ing Nikolal and myself alone.

He drew the rubber hose close, tied
one end, and bheld the other against
the pipe. Very carefully 1 chinked
my plek against ft. A chip flew, an.
other; 1 struck more strongly and
the pipe split. JInstantly & stench of
escaping gns filled the alr. With all
his force Nikolal thrust the end of
the hose into the orifice,

“Burned out & esrbon fune," called
Nikoinl. “Now for the ofl-pipe line,
Summers,”

We clung to the sides of the pit and
ronowed our toll, This pipe was
stronger, however, and It required
violent effort to break It A large,
{rrogular hole suddenly appeared, and
n sudden ruah of ofl drenched us
to the skin.

The fluld war spurtlhg under the
foroe of the pumps. For a moment
wa oould make no hbeadway. It
bathed us, running down our ¢lothes,
twisting us round; we clung to the
hose, which writhed and spun In our
hands like an enormous snake. At
last, with a fnal effort, we thrust it
into the orifice. A little jet of oil
spurted beside it, bult meager in com-
parison with what we had dammed
back.

“How long,"” oried Kaulbara In an
agitated volce. He was becoming
nervous. 1 saw the revolver tremble
in his hand as it was turmed, now
upon Nikolal, now upon myself. Nik-
olal scrambled out of the pit, I fol-
lowed, and we stood, dripping with ofl,
two hardly human figures, in front of
the governor general,

“It is finlshed!™ sald Nikolal slow-
Iy.

A ery eame [rom one of the soldlers.
I spun round and followed the line
of his outstretched fAnger. Batoum
had suddenly grown dark. The pal-
ace, twinkling with {ts thousand
lights upon the hill, the brilliantly
{llumined quarters of the officers, the
light upon the msea, the lights of the
harbor front, the red glare from the
refineries—all hod wvanlshed, leaving
us alone among n world of shadows.

Kaulbaras uttered a terrible ery and
leveled his pistol at Nikolal's head. I

struck up his arm; there was a report,
and the bullet went high above our
bheads. The governor general stood
irresolute and trembling; his soldlers,
thelr leader having issued no com-
mand, wavered also,

“Look!" shouted Nikolal

A stream of light sprang into the
gky; another, and another. From
overy reflnery chimney came a leap-
ing tongua of ruddy flame; the palace
glowed again; the quarters of the
officers hung out broad banners of
fire, It rose into the alr, this univer-
sal light, In twisting spirals that
locked and Interlaced, lke streamers
of the Northern Lights, And all
along the harbor front the fires sprang
into life, passing from dock to dock
Only upon the waters the shadows
brooded. Then, as we watched, we
heard a muffled, distant roar, and a
voleano of flame seemed to spring
from the bed of the sea; columns of
fire shot upward, and a dense pall
of smoke, followlng them, hid every
thing from view, It a blackness
deeper than that of night, though rent
here and thera by the red streamers
that quiverad at {ta heart

The Casplan 'had been strewn,
smaller than shingles, on the breast
of the waters. And with it, two parts
of the city of Batoum had dlesap-
peared.

Nikolal touched me on the sleeve.
Kaulbars had drepped hls weapou and
stood nodding and smillng ot the
flames. Fear seemed to have unhinged
his mind, and he regarded the de

bls term of axila In the Cancasus.
Whether he suspocted Nikolal of thin
work or belleved that ho had merely
falled to frustrate (he revolutionintd' de:
BlEn we nover knew, Wo backed slowly
away; then, seelng that Kaulbars still
made no signal, we strode off through
the bewildered soldiers. They called
and moved after us: we walked away
faster; while thoy walted, & wave of
darkness runhed toward us across the
flalds, composed of wtinglng particles
of ashes and soot. It enveloped us;
hand in hand we groped our way
through the distracted city o safety.

CHINESE OF THE OCCIDENT

Men of Business Are the |deal of Both
United States and New
Republie,

The soldler is, relatlvely speaking,
unimportant in Afherlean life. As
compared to other countries and other
times, even our statesmen, with the
possible exception of our presidents,
are not held first in our estimetion, In
aplte of all vouvictions under the S8her-
man law and the many disclosures of
business lobbles, a “successful busi
nesy man” comed near to being our
nationdl ldeal

We are beginning even to utilize
butiness in fiction in a way that pre
vious generations have not done. Al-
ways thers have been “business men*
in lternture. Bhakespeare wrote of
Antonio and Shylock, but it was not
the technique of thelr business that he
chose to portray, To glorify merchan-
diging and to put ln a novél the sclence
of salesmanship is a thing that Is prob-
ably peculiar-to this age. Nelther sol-
dier, sallor, poet mnor politician is
looked upon with euch regard as the
American business man.

And this should have its good effect.
The more esteemed a calling the bet-
ter Its standards. A nation that looks
-up to its Industrial leader puts a pre-
mium upon making business a high
calling, Already at least two colleges,
Harvard aod Dartmouth, have busi-
ness schools, not 50 much to teach the
student business practice ns to glve
him a broad business vision and a
high businese standard, such an atti-
tude toward his calling as 1§ common
among the profegslons that require
speclal tralning,

In & way we are becoming the Chi-
nese of the opcidental world, says the
World's Work. We are doing now
what they have done for centuries,
glorifying the merchant and neglect-
ing the soldier who with ua for cen-
turies past in fact and In fiotion has
been the dominant man of our nationul
ideals. -

“STUPID VICE OF SWEARING"”

Magazine Explaine Why It Has Prac-
tically Been Barred From
Its Pages.

For two months 1 was printer's
devil for the proprietor of the Val
paralso Vidette. I learned to sot type
and makeup the paper, but what 1
most remember was learning to swear.
Profanity was then the accepted eti
quette about a country nawspaper of-
fice. The caths meant nothing. They
were not even. ingenlons or amusing,
and they were not indlecative of strong
feeling. It was simply an ugly habit,
Ilke tobacco chewing—which I got to
hate there because the loafers in the
office used to spit on the floor about
the type cases, from which 1 often
had to pick up type. 1 soon became
expert In profanity myself, and could
scarcely utter a sentence without an
onth. When I got over the habit of
swearing, 1 got over it entirely. Ever
since it hns seemed to me o vice aw
atupid as It {8 ugly.

1 have always been against using
profane expregsions in MeClure's Mag-
azlpe, except where the author could
convinee me that they were absolutely
neceasary for the truthful portrayal
of character—and then the author
had to be seme one who knew what
he was talking about — MeClure's
Magazine.

Scant Pralse to the “Good Losers.',

Maj, M. M. Beck thinks too much
credit Is given to a "good loser.” "A
man," he says, “fighting for a princl-
ple should never be a ‘good loser
The men who for years unsuccessful-
ly fought slavery in this country, in
congress and on the rostrum, were
not 'good losers.’ They sulfered de-
feat after defeat and yet always came
back. The same may ‘be sald of the
men and women who have been fight-
ing the liguor trafiie. Defeat has only
made them more zealous and deter-
mined. Genernl Grant wns mnot a
‘good loser. At Pittsburgh Landing
fod In the battles against Lee on the
way to Richmond reverses and seem-
Ing defeat only nerved him for more
determined efforts. General Thomas
would never have won or deserved
the cognomen of the Roek of Chick-
amauge If e hnd been a ‘good loser’
Colonel itoosevelt has none of the ear-
marks of a ‘good loser’ in the Aght he
has espoused for equal opportunities
and better conditions for the com-
mon people of this land of the free.”
—Kansss COlty Star,

Too Wiese to Start a Hunger Strike.

"A white man was talking, down to
de postofiice dis mawnlin’, ‘bout dat
‘ar Mis' Pankyburst, de English suf-
ferer,” sald old Brother Bulginbagk
J'Nigh na I could make out, sah, de
lndy swo' she wouldn't est nuth'n’
twell dey done emlgriuted her, or sup.
pin ke dut. Ub—well, sah, wid all
doo respect to a white lady, it my old
mule was to take dat
ain't never 'zibited no symptoms lke
it yit, but I says, if he should—i'd
desa remark, ‘Ab-ho, Brudder Mule,

strugtion of his palace as the end of

much oblesged; ub-kaze de less yo'
eats deo mo' dar am for de cow!'"

WHISKERS AND RELIGION

Whiskers and roliglon haye ever
been sssoclate. Imagine a priest of

brethren—they heve an unwritten law
which means an unragjored face, Bul
you never get Beelzebob and beards—
never soe i Meophlstopheles with more
than a cocky mustache and perhapy
a chin-fork-—never an edition of Mil

beard. | ton with llustrations of a fowing:

bearded Satan—London Chronlele.

LARGEST fLE_!;_‘I’IIIc GARAGE

With room for more than 200 cars,
Dunver cluims to have the largest ex

clusive electrlo garage Lo the world,

.

GREASE AND WARMTH

-

Job Just now—Is & business which en-
Euges the attention of all wave the na-
tives of the troples, and some sAVAge
or semb-slvilized races have hit upon
curfous mothods, The commonaost
practice, apart from wemring furs, is
that of greasing the body. All the nre
tic tribes do this, and in Tibet they go
further and gmother themselves rrom
heud to foot with a thick blaok o'ty

|

notion—he”

Keoping out the cold—a troublesoma |

TAKE I!}TEHEST IN ARDEHS

American Estate Owners Are Awak-
ening to the Advantage of Beaw
titying Grounds.

T am aware thit the estate owners

sbroad are moro attracted to thelr
gardens than we find the American
owners to be, but 1 am also awake to
the fact that Americans are maal-
festing a keenor Interest In gardening
in this present age than they ever did
before. Long before many of our
American estates attaln the age of
moat of the Huglish estates they will
compare most favorably In (hair
natural beauly, which Is being devel:
oped, bul which only time can finish.

American landscapes should not be
compared with Hoglish Inndscapes, An
American landsesper who knows his
business can get more beautiful ef-
focts in the fall from the coloring of
the leaves than Europe ever dreamed
of. This Is due to different, c¢limntic
conditions. On the other hand, Eu-
rope wurpasses us In Its winter land-
acape effects on nccoutt of the holly,
hews and many wvarletles of laurel
that are ever green In Hurope, and
which we, owing to our climate, can-
not grow successfully, becunse they
are not hardy with us. But the posal-
bilitles for beautiful effecta are just
&5 great here as In Europs or In any
other part of the world. It sumply re-
malns for the skill of the gardener to
develop them.

Up to now, much of our trouble has
been due to lavishly trying to follow
European models and ideas. America
presents opportunities for horticulture
which are unequaled in any other por-
tion of the globe. Californin and
Florlda can produce wonderful tropl
cal offects; the east, while It may
miss some of the hardy evergreens,
still can grow enough warletles to
make evergrecns a feature, and,
ns stated above, our beautiful fall ef-
focts are unequaled in any part of the
world.—M. C. Ebel, secretary Natlonal
Association of Gardeners, in Letter to
Now York Times,

CITY PLANNERS WILL MEET

Those Interested In Advance Move-
ment to Gather at London, Eng-
land, Probably In July.

The International Garden Citles and
Town PManning association was for-
mally launched at a large meeting of
representatives from different coun.
trios recently held In London to con-
sider varlous proposals put forward
‘with the 1dea of promoting unity of
action between workers for the same

object In different countries.

Cecll Harmsworth, M. P, presided,
and there were-ake present Sl neser
Howard (the founder of the §move-
mant), Doctor Dobrzynekl (Warsaw),
Prof. Augustin Rey (Parls), City Arch-
| {tect Tonnessen {Bergen), Doctor
| Monckeberg (Hamburg), Richard B
Watrous (secretary, Ameriean Cilvie
nssociation), Masao Ito (Osaka, Ja-
pan), Baron con Strantz (Berlin), Doe-
tor Ludwig (Stuttgart), Adolf Otto
{secretary, German Garden Clty asso-
elation), Alderman Thompson (chalr-
man, National Houslng and Town
Planning Couneil), Prof. 8. D Ads-
head, H. V, Lanchester, M. Montagu
Harrls, Dr. R. O. Moon, W. R. Dayldge
and Ewart G. Culpin.

Meetings of tha committes have
since been held, and a framework of
& constitution has been submitted to
the constituant bodles. The first con-
grese was decided upon for 1914, to
take place, If possible, at Letchwork,
during the month of July. All propa-
gandist bodles will be lovited Lo joln,
and soocleties and companles, having
for thelr object the proper layout of
Iand and the bullding of housas with
a limited dividend, will be invited to
become members.

Signs on Electric Light Posts.

When electric lights posts are placed
on the corners, a good form of street
elgn consists of n frame of four sides,
carrying the names of the streels, two
sldes of the frame being parallel and
tha other two converging inwardly, the
shorter parallsl side, about twelve
imches long, bearing the name of the
miin strest and facing that street,
while the long one, bearing the same
slgn, Is turned toward the sidewalk
and Is clearly visible to one approseh-
ing along the side strect. The name
of the slde street |s placed on the two
conwerging sides, and therefore (s
more clearly visible from streel cars
than if placed at right anglea. The
placing of such signs on lighting posts
eombles them to be seen readily at
night.

Planning Landacape Gardens.

Mra. John B. Hondersoin of Wash-
Ington city hag a plap for landscape
gardeng that if earvied out will be the
finest of thelr kind In this country
and will rival the Kew gardons of Lon-
don, 8he has chosen & site on the
Avenue of Presldents which s now
covered with thick woods. She has
beon In London for several months
studying the Kew gardens with the
hope of undertaking thelr reproduc-
tlon and expecting if posible to s
paas them. It was Mre., Henderson
who had the name of Sixteentlh street
changed to the Avenue of President:

Land of Indolence,
There I8 no doul_at that the climate




